
From September 2026 onwards, to qualify for Free School Meals your household must be receiving Universal Credit to be entitled, regardless of the household income.
There will be two types of Free School Meals:

· Targeted Free School Meals – for families under current £7,400 income threshold.
This also helps schools receive extra funding (Pupil Premium).
· Expanded Free School Meals – for families receiving Universal Credit above the threshold. Children will still receive a free meal, but schools will not receive additional funding

From 1st August 2026, All parents should apply using the online form via website.
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeal. 
The EWB team will check FSM eligibility and inform the school of entitlement for the whole school year. At the start of each school year, this entitlement will be reassessed.

Need More Information?
Please check out the website at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeal
If you have any questions please email the Education Welfare Benefits Service (Free School Meals Team) on ewb.fsm@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 01223 703200


